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LEGALITY 
  Absolute respect for the applicable legal framework (national and international). 

RESPONSIBILITY 
  Guarantee that the information provided to the Healthcare professionals is accurate, fair and 
immediately. 
 Benefit the Administration, Pharmaceutical Industry and Public Health interests.  

COMMITMENT 
  Continuous improvement process. Continuous reinforcement of its terms and conditions.  
 Objective “Tolerance Zero”. 

PREVENTION 
 Control Bodies: Self-Regulation Jury, Code of Practice Committee and Code of Practice Surveillance 
Unit. 
 Active monitoring of the Code: Communication systems for Events, Studies and Services. 

TRANSPARENCY WITH ALL STAKEHOLDERS 
  Publication of mediation agreements. 
 Publication of all resolutions. 
 Publication of all third-party Events evaluation. 
 Publication of collaborations and services contracted with Patient Organisations. 
 Publication of Transfers of Value to Healthcare Professionals and Healthcare Organisations. 

PRINCIPLES OF THE SELF-REGULATION SYSTEM 
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TO CARRY OUT THE PROMOTION OF MEDICINES AND  
INTERACTION WITH HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS  

AND PATIENT ORGANIZATIONS  
UNDER THE STRICTEST ETHICAL PRINCIPLES OF 
PROFESSIONALISM AND RESPONSIBILITY  

  

 OBJECTIVES 

 
TO REINFORCE TRUST ON THE PHARMACEUTICAL 
INDUSTRY UNDER THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

OF TRANSPARENCY AND PREVENTION 
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1991     Adoption of the EFPIA Code as Spanish Code (Adopted in 1992) 

2002     New version of the Code 

Version 2004  Guidelines 

   Queries (Questions and Answers) 

   Surveillance Unit 

Version 2005  Adaptation to the EFPIA Code (Nov. 2004) 

   Reinforcement and continued development 

Version 2008 New version of the Code of Relationships with Healthcare 
  Professionals 

   New Code on Relationships with Patient Organisations  

Version 2010 Adaptation and development of the HCP Code:                       
  Modification of articles 3, 10, 11, 14, 16 y 17 

Version 2012 Patients Code: Adaptation to the EFPIA Code (June 2011)  

Version 2014 Code of Practice for the Pharmaceutical Industry 2014 

   Adapted to the requirements of the EFPIA Disclosure Code 

Version 2016 Code of Practice for the Pharmaceutical Industry 2016 

   Art. 18th amended taking into account SPDPA Report.  

ORIGIN AND EVOLUTION OF THE CODES 
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PROMOTION OF 
PRESCRIPTION-

ONLY MEDICINES 

INTERACTIONS 
WITH HEALTHCARE 

PROFESSIONALS 
AND HEALTHCARE 
ORGANISATIONS 

RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH PATIENT 

ORGANISATIONS 

CODE OF PRACTICE  
FOR THE PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY 

AREAS COVERED BY THE CODE 
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 CONTROL BODIES 
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HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS CODE 
 

  3 COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS 

  EVENTS (art. 11) 
 

  STUDIES (art. 14.3) 
 

  SERVICES (art. 16) 
 

  

SELF-REGULATION SYSTEM 
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 HOSPITALITY     

 LOCATION  selected transmits an appropriate image  

 TRAVEL PLANNING  subordinated to the scientific purpose 

 SCIENTIFIC CONTENT  takes up a minimum of 60% of the working day 

 SOCIAL ACTIVITIES  no elements of entertainment or leisure are permitted 

(only welcome cocktail, work lunches and gala dinner) 

 Sponsorship of companies will be stated in the articles, papers and 

documents pertaining thereto.  

87. 

 Moderate and subordinated to the scientific purpose 

 Exclusively to Healthcare Professionals 

ART. 11 – SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 
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Circular USD/02/14 

ART. 11 – SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 
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 ART. 11 – THRESHOLDS IN EUROPE FOR HOSPITALITY TO HCPs 

In the context of an activity of a scientific / professional 
nature, a maximum cost of 60 Euro (including taxes) applies 
to any form of hospitality associated with meals.  

 
 
 

For scientific nd professional meetings taking place 
outside of Spain, the maximum threshold established by 
the National Association of the country where the Event 
occurs will apply. Therefore, the general rule of applying 
the most stric or restrictive rule will not be applicable. 

EFPIA CODE ON THE PROMOTION OF PRESCRIPTION–ONLY MEDICINES TO, AND 
INTERACTIONS WITH, HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS 
Art. 10.05 establishes that National Associations shall establish a threshold for hospitality. 

  
 Article 11 . SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS, 
  Adapted to the new wording of article 10 of the EFPIA HCP Code 
  

ART. 11 – SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 
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This information is for purely informative purposes. It is the company’s responsibility to verify the current applicable thresholds set by national associations for meals & drinks 
in compliance with the EFPIA CODE ON THE PROMOTION OF PRESCRIPTION-ONLY MEDICINES TO, AND INTERACTIONS WITH, HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS (section 10.05). 

40 € lunch

80 € dinner

 1.500 CZK lunch
 1.500 CZK dinner

 3.000 CZK day
DKK 400 lunch
DKK 700 dinner
DKK 1.200 day

45 € lunch

100 € dinner
FINLAND

FRANCE 60 € meal

GERMANY 60 € meal

CYPRUS 70 € meal

CZECH REPUBLIC

DENMARK

ESTONIA  80 € meal

AUSTRIA 75 € meal

BELGIUM

BULGARIA 100 Levs meal

CROATIA 500 HRK meal

75 € lunch
75€ dinner
100 € day

250 SEK lunch

700 SEK dinner

75€ meal

225€ year

300 UAH meal

570 UAH day

UK £75 meal

UKRAINE

SWEDEN

SWITZERLAND 150 CHF meal

THE 
NETHERLANDS

TURKEY 60 € meal

SERBIA 50 € meal

SLOVAKIA

SLOVENIA 60 € meal

SPAIN 60 € meal

RUSSIA Only by buffet

ART. 11 – THRESHOLDS IN EUROPE FOR HOSPITALITY TO HCPs 
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The communication of activities within the scope of article 11.8 of the Code must be notified 
by the pharmaceutical company, through the person(s) responsible for communicating 
scientific and professional meetings. 

Prior notification shall be compulsory when the following circumstances cocur:  

 that they are organised – directly or indirectly – or sponsored – exclusively or 
in the majority – by the reporting company; 

 they include at least one overnight stay; and 

 they involve the participation of at least 20 Healthcare Professionals 
practicing in Spain. 

 

 Prior notification shall be compulsory when the company organises attendance of a group over 
20 Healthcare Professionals practicing in Spain to a meeting organised by a third party. If such 
meeting is available in the third-party event database of Farmaindustria’s website, prior 
notification will not be compulsory. 

Voluntary prior notifications may be provided. 

ART. 33 PROCEDURE FOR COMMUNICATING EVENTS AND 
SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS 

ART. 11 – SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 
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 Deadline for prior notification to the Surveillance Unit: 10 working days before its 
beginning. 

  

 Electronic Procedure 
o E-mail 
o Self-Regulation Website 
 

 Information to be Provided: Company, nature of the participation, name of the 
meeting, HCPs to whom it is directed, Nr. Of HCPs invited, venue and dates, scientific 
programme, social programme and parallel activities, other entities involved in the 
organisation and sponsorship. 

 

The Surveillance Unit will have five working days from receit of the report to make any 
pronouncements on international Events that, according to the stipulations of article 
11.10(b) of the Code, require previous authorization. 

ART. 33 PROCEDURE FOR COMMUNICATING EVENTS AND 
SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS 

ART. 11 – SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 
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NAME, ORGANISER, COLABORADORES,.. 

 
VENUE, LOCATION, DATES, … 

 
HOTEL, RATING, Nr OF OVERNIGHT STAYS…  

 
ATTACHMENTS: SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME, 

SOCIAL PROGRAMME, WELCOME LETTER, NO 
ACCOMPANYING PERSONS DECLARATION,… 

 
Nr AND ORIGIN OF THE PARTICIPATING HCPs, 

SPECIALITY, SCOPE OF THE MEETING,… 

ART. 11 – SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 

http://www.codigofarmaindustria.org/servlet/sarfi/home.html


Code of Practice for the Pharmaceutical Industry 2016 

NATIONAL EVENTS 
 
AUTORISED 
 
 

NON PERMITTED 
 
 

PENDING 
 

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 
 
AUTHORISED 
 

WITH OBSERVATIONS 
 

SPEAKERS ONLY  
 

NON PERMITTED 
 

PENDING 
 

       EVALUATION  
 

            Scientific Programme Schedule 
         Social Programme & Activitise 

       Venue / Location – Hotel 
     Dates 

     COMMUNICATION 
 

Pharma Companies 
Scientific Societies 

Prof. Congress Organisers 
 Surveillance Unit 

PREVENTIVE ACTIONS 
 

Prevent Possible Breaches 
Clarify Evaluations 

Inform of Modifications 

  If changes 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

EVALUATION PROCESS 
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Third-Party Events 
Database of the 

Spanish Association 
of the Pharmaceutical 

Industry 
http://www.codigofarmaindustria.org 

HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS CODE 
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http://www.codigofarmaindustria.org 

THIRD-PARTY EVENTS 
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http://www.codigofarmaindustria.org 

THIRD-PARTY EVENTS 
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EVENT DATABASE 

http://www.codigofarmaindustria.org 
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The listing  of scientific and professional meetings organised by a third party (scientific and 
medical societies, professional organisations, etc.) provides guidance to be taken into account 
by Farmaindustria member companies and the laboratories affiliated to the Codes of Good 
Practice.  

 
It is pharmaceutical companies that freely decide to participate in an event, always 
taking the Code into consideration when acting as sponsors. 

 
The observations express the views of the Surveillance Unit exclusively regarding those 
secondary and accessory elements/aspects related to its organisation (for example: venue, 
dates, prevalence of scientific activities, etc.) and their compliance with the provisions of the 
Code for hospitality and meetings.  

 
The observations provided by the Surveillance Unit in relation to events cannot, under any 
circumstance, be interpreted as a judgement on the quality or content of the scientific 
programme, or on the quality of the speakers.  

 
The listing consists of all those scientific events organised by a third-party for which the 
laboratories have requested their classification by the Surveillance Unit. Only those pending on 
celebration are listed.  

EVENT DATABASE 
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EVENT DATABASE: OBSERVATIONS 
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GENERAL STANDARDS APPLICABLE IN SPAIN TO SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 
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GENERAL STANDARDS APPLICABLE IN SPAIN TO SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS 
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ACTIVITY OF THE CODE OF PRACTICE (COP) SURVEILLANCE UNIT 
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  CODE OF PRACTICE SURVEILLANCE UNIT 
      

       C/ María de Molina 54, 7ª planta 
        E - 28006 Madrid 
 Tel.:  +34 91 745 20 50 
 Fax.: +34 91 745 04 08 
 
 usd@codigo.farmaindustria.es 
       www.codigofarmaindustria.org 
       www.farmaindustria.es  
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