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CONTACT REPORT 
 

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
 

Meeting name: IPCAA Council Meeting 

Meeting date / time: Wednesday, January 24, 2024 

Location: Don Giovanni Hotel, Prague 
   

 

  

Attendees: Pamela Avenoso (BMS) 

Camilla Broggini (Chiesi) 

Rita Gutzwiller (IPCAA) 

Martin Hess-Janorschke (F. Hoffmann – La Roche) 

Friederike Hoffmann (Boehringer Ingelheim) 

Magdalena Makiela (MSD) 

Alessandra Perna (Chiesi) 

Manfred Piepenburg (IPCAA) 

Indeep Phull (BMS) 

Christian-Claus Roth (Novartis Pharma AG) 

Lilian Schaff (Merck KGaA) 

Nicky Simpson (Astellas Pharma Europe Ltd.) 

Nathalie Ungern Sternberg (Servier) 

Pascale Vlasselaer (ViiV Healthcare) 

Angela von Bieberstein (Bayer) 

Apologies: - 
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Discussion Item Action 

Note: all minutes should be read in conjunction with slides 
presented on the day.  

1) Welcome and General Topics 

After a short welcome to everyone and an introduction round, the planned 
agenda was presented and the minutes of the last Council Meeting, have 
been approved unanimously. 

 

2) Financial Report 

As Friederike is totally new in the position as Treasurer, the report was 
presented by Rita. Compared to the report shown in November, the costs 
for the HCP study and agency support for the Refresher webinar have 
been added. One company did finally decline to pay their membership 
2023 why the income is lower than expected. However, we ended with a 
profit of more than CHF 100’000 mainly because we didn’t have any 
Annual Members Meeting in 2023 and just one rather short virtual 
session as a seminar. 

Council approved the Financial Report 2022/23 unanimously. 

 

3) Update on Memberships 

As already mentioned in the last Meeting, there was a Member Company 
that was very silent in the past year and didn’t pay the fee for 2023. After 
another push before Christmas, the Secretariat was informed, that they 
see the invoice due end of February 2023 as no longer relevant and 
decided to not pay. Consequently, their Membership ended immediately. 
Although everyone in the room regrets to lose H. Lundbeck as a Member, 
Council is irritated by this kind of behaviour. The IPCAA Legal Advisor 
has been asked to reach out to them and try to clarify the situation. 

There is agreement that we should invest more time in recruiting new 
Member Companies. Council Member to let Rita know any contacts they 
have in potential Companies (s. slide no16).  

On a positive note, Chiesi Pharmaceutici SpA applied for Membership 
and Council approved unanimously.  

 

ACTIONS: 

• Draft letter to H. Lundbeck about outstanding payment. 

• Send letter from IPCAA account. 

• Think about contacts in potential Member Companies and let Rita 
know. 

• Add Chiesi to website and infographic. 

 
Manfred 
Rita 
All 
 
Rita 

4) Elections 

Following the departure of Ingrid Marti as IPCAA Treasurer, Friederike 
Hoffmann has been elected electronically as her successor. This election 
must be ratified at the General Assembly following this Council Meeting. 

Pamela Avenoso was re-elected as IPCAA Council Member for another 
term of 3 years.  
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5) Amendments of IPCAA Statutes 

End of terms for Executive Group Members: 
In connection to the elections and the table shown, a Council Member 
raised the concern about the terms of Co-Presidents and Co-Vice 
Presidents all ending in the same year. There was agreement this could 
affect continuity of IPCAA leadership and should be avoided. The IPCAA 
legal advisor confirmed that this could be regulated accordingly in the 
IPCAA statutes. To avoid the situation in 2025, Council decided to bring 
this up for vote at the following General Assembly. The legal advisor will 
prepare a respective proposal that will allow the detailed phrasing after 
approval at the General Assembly. 

Virtual General Assemblies: 
Prior to COVID swiss law defined a General Assembly to be a in person 
event. Since 2023 it is possible to hold a General Assembly virtually. A 
respective amendment of IPCAA Statutes has been recommended by the 
auditors and Council agrees to follow this advice. 

The goal is to be as flexible in its planning than possible especially as the 
GA has to take place within a certain period of time which might not be 
equal to the best time of travel for IPCAA Members. 

Again, the legal advisor to prepare a respective proposal to vote on at the 
General Assembly and fine tune the phrasing after approval by the GA. 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIONS: 

• Propose change of Statutes to General Assembly. 

• In case GA approves; amend respective articles accordingly.  

• Publish updated version of IPCAA Statutes. 

 
Manfred 
Manfred/Council 
Rita 

6) Update/Replacement of Int. Healthcare Congress Guidelines 

Following the brainstorming at the Council Meeting in November 2023, 
Nicky presented the captured output (see slide 27). A professional 
Medical writer is in the process to create a respective document. Council 
reconfirms and endorses replacement of the Congress Guidelines by the 
‘IPCAA Principles’. 
 
According to the IPCAA legal Advisor the overview shown on slide no. 27 
is sufficient to ask the IPCAA General Assembly for approval and develop 
the document further.  

 

ACTIONS: 

• Propose replacement of Int. Healthcare Congress Guidelines to 
Genereal Assembly. 

• In case GA approves; develop ‘IPCAA Principles’ further.  

• Publish ‘IPCAA Principles’. 

 
Nicky 
 
Nicky/Council 
Rita 

7) IPCAA Activities 2024/early 2025 

Martin gave a short introduction into the Seminar on Compliance taking 
place in Prague in the following days and asked for some group leaders 
for one of the workshops.  

Council went through the proposed flow of activities as shown on slide 
no. 31.  

Country Code Update Calls: 
Following some discussion and as some major congresses are taking 
place in Spain later this year, the next Country Code Update Call should 
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take place on Spain. At the same time Czech doesn’t seem to be of high 
interest right now. UK offered to do a Country Code Update Call as soon 
as the updated ABPI code has been published. 

Medical Congress Roundtable 
A next Medical Congress Roundtable meeting should be set up as soon 
as we have some more clarity around the new regulations of UEMS. The 
plan is to have two Medical Congress Meeting per year (one every six 
months). 

ESG 
There was agreement in Council to take the topic of ESG on the IPCAA 
agenda. It would be good to have an inventory about who is making what 
in this field (e.g. IFPMA, AC Forum, Biomed, IAPCO, ISLA, EFPIA, ICCA 
aso). Actions to be defined and developed thereafter. 

UEMS 
Christian and Martin met the president of UEMS at the AC Forum Annual 
Meeting in January. The gentleman showed interest in a dialogue with 
IPCAA, and it is important to give them some insights of what their new 
regulations mean for industry. 

ACTIONS: 

• Reach out to José Zamarriego for Update Call on Spain. 

• Stay in contact with the UK to coordinate call later in the year. 

• Get some more clarity around UEMS regulations and – afterwards 
– define a date for a next Medical Congress Roundtable meeting. 

• Create activity inventory on ESG of above-mentioned bodies to 
define IPCAA activities and approach. 

• Get into dialogue with UEMS to clarify meaning of their new rules. 

 
 
Rita/Angela 
Rita 
EG/Council 
 
Christian/Rita 
 
Christian 

8) IPCAA communications calendar 

Rita developed this calendar (slide no. 33) based on the proposed 
activities before the discussions in Council and will adapt accordingly. 

 

ACTION: 

• To amend and execute based on decisions in this meeting. 

 
 
Rita 

9) Budget 2024 

Rita went through the proposed budget as shown on slides no. 37 and 38 
explaining reasons and thinking behind the amounts. There were no 
questions. The budget was approved by Council and needs to be ratified 
by the General Assembly to become valid.  

 

10) Regulations and Compliance 

CVS/EFPIA:  
No update on this subject since the last Council Meeting in November. 
The process of reorganizing the tool is ongoing. 

IFPMA  
The planned joint session on the updated NfG takes place – as planned – 
on February 6 (14:00 CET). The registration link will be shared/shown in 
the upcoming IPCAA Annual Seminar on Compliance. 

 

11) Open Forum 

No further questions or comments were raised. 

 

Rita Gutzwiller Feb./March 2024 


