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CONTACT REPORT 
 

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
 

Meeting name: IPCAA Council Meeting 

Meeting date / time: Friday, February 25, 2022  

Location: Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
   

 

  

Attendees: Pamela Avenoso (BMS) 

Deborah Bouvier (Merck KGaA) 

Kimberley Braithwaite (Merck KGaA) 

Maria Grazia Cali (Merk KGaA) 

Rita Gutzwiller (IPCAA) 

Friederike Hoffmann (Boehringer Ingelheim) 

Bénédicte James (Servier) 

Martin N. Jensen (H. Lundbeck A/S) 

Magdalena Makiela (MSD) 

Ingrid Marti* (Janssen) 

Camilla Mogensen (H. Lundbeck A/S) 

Manfred Piepenburg (IPCAA) 

Christian-Claus Roth (Novartis Pharma AG) 

Nicky Simpson (Astellas Pharma Europe Ltd.) 

Nathalie Ungern Sternberg (Servier) 

Angela von Bieberstein (Bayer) 

*attended partly 

Apologies: Martin Hess-Janorschke (F. Hoffmann – La Roche) 
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Discussion Item Action Due 

Note: all minutes should be read in conjunction with slides 
presented on the day. 

1) Welcome and General Topics 

After a short welcome from Nicky and the introduction into the agenda, 
the minutes of the last Council Meeting in November 2021 were 
approved. 
 

  

2) Financial Report 

The financial report has been sent ahead of the meeting. Ingrid reminds 
that the IPCAA business year ended 31st of October. Some expenses 
were lower than expected as e.g. there were not f2f meetings and no 
travels for PR activities/presentations nor any f2f Executive Group 
meetings. As a result, we ended with a small loss which is appreciated 
but we still must be thoughtful about future expenses for IPCAA. 

There were no questions nor any comments and the report was 
unanimously approved by Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Elections 

Council re-elected unanimously the two Co-Presidents – Nicky Simpson 
and Christian-Claus Roth – and the Past President – Martin N. Jensen – 
for another term of 3 years.  

Magdalena Makiela and Angela von Bieberstein have also been elected 
unanimously as Co-Vice-Presidents after this position has been vacant 
for some time.  

Bénédicte James stepped down as IPCAA Council as she changed job 
internally and Nathalie Ungern Sternberg was unanimously elected as 
Bénédicte’s successor into Council. 

ACTION: 

• To announce these elections in an e-news 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rita 

 

4) IPCAA Annual Meeting 2022 

Friederike presented – as a member of the project working group – the 
outcomes of various discussions in the group as well as the results from a 
survey done in a Networking Call about people being able to attend a f2f 
meeting. 

Although the members of the project group would personally prefer a f2f 
meeting, the recommendation is to move the meeting to later in the year 
and to hold it as a virtual meeting. With this we will have another touch 
point for members later in the year to discuss any developments 
throughout the year. Due to various budget cuts in Member Companies, 
the group feels that more employees might be able to attend a virtual 
meeting than a f2f. 

There was a proposal to work out on how many data points a Medical 
Society should share with industry past a virtual/hybrid or even f2f 
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congress. Those standards could then be shared with AC Forum. This 
could also be already done before the AM. 

Council agrees on the proposal and the project group will continue its 
planning. 

ACTION: 

• Propose some dates via Doodle to Council 

• Define and communicate the final date. 

• Start detailed planning 

 

 

 

 

Project 
group 

5) Education 

Magda gave an overview of date and format, the planned registration 
fees as well as the further comms plan until the seminar. The group 
supports the proposed amounts.  

After this Magda ran through the detailed program proposed for both 
sessions and the Council Members perceived this as to be very 
interesting and complete.  

ACTIONS: 

• Complete and forward the IPCAA survey on the future of 
congresses  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
All 

 

6) IPCAA Associated Members 

Angela started with a summary about the discussions Council already 
had about IPCAA Membership status and the decision to not change 
anything for the time being. 

However, the working group Angela is representing, worked out a 
proposal to introduce a new tool: stakeholder calls. Compared to the 
Networking calls that are for Members only, those new calls would also 
allow access for externals.  

Each call would last for one hour and content might be driven from the 
Networking calls. The frequency has not yet been discussed and the 
proposal includes the potential invitation of guest speakers as well as a 
professional moderation.  

Whereas Non-Members would have to pay a small fee – which increases 
our income – those calls would be an additional benefit for Member 
Companies. The idea is to start this as a pilot so we can monitor and 
adapt as needed.  

There was a discussion if we should ask for a fee or not and there was 
agreement that we should at least cover the costs for IPCAA connected 
to such a call.  

ACTION: 

• Continue to work out the details 

• Announce the pilot at the beginning of the seminar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

project 
group 

 

 

7) 2022 Planned Key Activities 

Nicky quickly summarized the various activities as shown on slide no 33.  
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8) Budget 2022 

Rita explained the different amounts e.g. in the position of PR is a 3rd 
HCP study included that might be presented at the virtual AM and we’ve 
budgeted for a new IPCAA website which is a one-time cost. 

There was a short discussion about expenses and expected costs that 
might come up with f2f meetings. There also was an input that we should 
aim for an equal budget in the future. 

Council approved the budget unanimously.  

 
 

9) Regulatory and Compliance 

IFPMA: 
The updated version of the ‘Joint Guidance on Virtual and Hybrid 
International Medical Congresses’ will be published very soon. 
Christian pointed out the most important changes, mentioning that the 
guidelines are non-binding: 

- The case studies have been removed as it is felt they are no 
longer needed. 

- The title has been amended to also include hybrid. 

- Now includes some recommendations for “congress websites 
established by companies” (Microsites) 

- The definition of attendee’s profile has been specified to 
‘professional profiles for paying attendees not for industry 
representatives attending the congress to facilitate and ensure the 
execution of the congress participation’.  

- No expiring date of the document 

Chief Ethics and Compliance Officers (CECO) Roundtable: Chief 
Ethics and Compliance Officers of IFPMA member companies come 
together and discuss areas of focus. In the last meeting two main topics 
were discussed: the provision of meals in the context of virtual 
interactions and sponsorship of HCPs to attend medical congresses. For 
the second topic there now is a working group on how this topic could be 
handled as the direct sponsorship is seen as an area of high risk. The 
two-step proposal will be presented at the next e-Bic meeting early May. 

EFPIA: 
The new Art. 16 of the current EFPIA code has been updated and 
published. A respective e-newsletter has been sent out. 

Christian also mentioned the upcoming e4ethics Q&A session that has 
been mentioned in the e-news as well. Rita invited people to send any 
information that could be useful to members to her so she can publish 
accordingly. 

ACTION: 

• Forward any information/invitations you think might be useful to 
other members to Rita 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

All 

 

10) Future Speaking Engagements 

Both webinars mentioned on slide no. 42 are in connection with the 
updated Joint Guidance. 
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11) Medical Congress Roundtable 

Christian first reminded the group of the remit of this Roundtable. Minutes 
of the last meeting were sent out as pre-reading to Council but should not 
be shared outside of IPCAA. Topics for future roundtable meetings are 
listed on slide no. 45. 

ACTION: 

• Please forward any topic you’d like to be discussed in one of 
those meetings to Christian or Rita 

 

 

 

 

 

All 

 

Rita Gutzwiller March 2022 


