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Mission

‘To ensure the most beneficial outcome for all parties 
involved in medical congresses, through the 
development of common and consistent congress 
policies and  through recognised partnerships with 
medical societies.’
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History and Reasons for Formation

Formation
History

Members 
History

Name Change 
History 

“Mushrooming” 
Reasons

Regulations 
Reasons

Sponsoring 
Reasons

IPCAA was formed in 
1989, originally as the 

European Pharma-
ceutical Congress 

Advisory Association 
(EPCAA)

The First active 
members were: Astra, 

Bayer, Ciba-Geigy, 
Glaxo, Hoechst, ICI, 
Janssen, Organon, 

Roche, Sandoz, 
Schering and     

SmithKline Beecham.

.

1991 EPCAA became 
the International 
Pharmaceutical 

Congress Advisory 
Association.

“Mushrooming” of 
congresses

New and emerging 
regulations

Sponsor Contracts
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Regular Activity

Dissemination of
information

Interaction 
within healthcare 

meetings 
industry

Best Practice 
Sharing Initiative 
and Networking 

Educational 
sessions, 

workshops etc. 

Review and 
reporting on 
regulatory 

issues 
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Exchange of Information
How to make sure industry requirements are understood?

Open Dialogues 
between Industry 

and Medical 
SocietiesIPCAA Annual 

Seminar on 
Compliance 

Presentations

Industry Forum 

Medical Congress 
Roundtable 

IPCAA 
International 
Healthcare 
Congress 
Guidelines 

Newsletter

Annual Members 
Meeting with actual 

focus topics

And meetings on 
request basis 
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Best Practice 
Sharing Initiative



IPCAA, EFPIA & IFPMA

IFPMA
Global pharma

code
IPCAA

Int. Pharmaceutical 

Congress Advisory 
AssociationEFPIA

European 

pharma code

National 
pharma

associations 
(local codes)

National 
pharma

associations 
(local codes)

National 
pharma

associations 
(local codes)

Other regional 
associations’ 

codes
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Membership

Must maintain a permanent healthcare-oriented research 
programme.

Internationally active healthcare companies engaged in 
medical congresses. 
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Structure
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2 Co-Presidents
2 Co-Vice Presidents

Past President

Treasurer

Executive Officer

Legal Advisor

IPCAA Governing CouncilMember Companies



Co-Presidents:
Christian-Claus Roth
Magda Makiela

Co-Vice Presidents:
Angela von Bieberstein
Pascale Vlasselaer

Executive Officer:
Rita Gutzwiller

IPCAA Secretariat
4000 Basel
Switzerland

Tel: +41 61 821 3133
secretariat@ipcaa.org

Thank you for your attention!

mailto:secretariat@ipcaa.org

